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August 12, 2011
FedExField
Head Coach Mike Shanahan
On Rex Grossman’s performance:
“I thought Rex had a good game. I thought he played well. I thought he managed the game well. I was pleased with the way he managed the two-minute offense right at the end of the half. Still like to get in the end zone a few more times, but overall, pleased with the effort.”

On keeping the starters in so long:
“Our game plan was to keep the starters in except for London [Fletcher] and [DeAngelo] Hall to get people used to our system. You know a lot of people haven’t played our system. We got two new safeties that are completely new. You got a new nose tackle, a new defensive end. Obviously, with London not in there we just felt we needed a little bit of practice time, and we didn’t hit a lot over the last how many days we’ve been in camp. We’ve had two practices in pads. I felt we needed to tackle, and I was pleased with the effort.”

On Tim Hightower’s and Evan Royster’s performances:

“Normally, with running backs, you can’t evaluate them until you put them in a game situation, and I felt very good about Hightower. We traded for him, and he didn’t disappoint me today. You can see he is a strong runner. I thought he had an excellent game for the first game getting used to our system. I thought Royster did a good job coming in and making some plays.”

On Ryan Kerrigan’s performance:
“You know, it’s like all rookies, there’s some good, some bad, there’s learning experience. By no means is it perfect, but I was pleased with the effort. I think he is going to keep getting better. Just like a lot of our young players, they quit looking at the ball, they get caught up in the game, they don’t do the basics like they should, but that is typical for young players coming in. But, the effort was there, not only with Kerrigan but with a lot of our young players.”

On the new kickoff rule:

“There’s going to be a lot of touchbacks. Sixteen of 35, I think, yesterday. Today, obviously, there was all touchbacks except for our side so a lot less returns. It all depends on what you want. We talked about the reason for putting it in was all the collisions and concussions. With that in mind, we are going to eliminate a lot of those penalties, and we are not going to have as many returns; that’s obvious.”

On competition between Shayne Graham and Graham Gano:

“I hate to say something right after a game. I’ll sit back here for a day and share with you guys once we make a decision on what we are going to do. Obviously, you look for opportunities in this game, and [Shayne Graham] didn’t take advantage of those opportunities and Graham [Gano] did take advantage of those opportunities today.”

On Brandon Banks’ 58-yard return:
“He has the ability depending on the height of the kick. He breaks one tackle; he has the ability to go the distance. I was pleased with his judgment there, and he made a big play. Too bad we couldn’t take advantage of that field position.”

On the second string taking advantage of opportunities:
“It’s really hard to tell to be honest with you right now. I was pleased with the overall effort. I thought we played hard; we eliminated a lot of mistakes. I thought some guys made some plays. I will be able to go back tomorrow and take about six hours to look at every play, defensively, offensively, and special teams.” 

On if quarterback John Beck could have played:
“He could have played, but it would have been a risk. His groin’s a little tight. We felt that if he would go full speed he would pull it. If it was in a regular season game, would you have taken the chance? I’m not sure.”

On if Beck will start in Indianapolis:

“I would like to get him healthy and give him an opportunity to play in Indianapolis.” 

On Grossman’s performance:

“I thought Rex did a very good job. He managed the game well. I thought he showed a lot of poise in the pocket. I was happy with the two minute drive right at the end. He utilized the clock well, and made some good throws.”

On weather Grossman’s performance makes an argument for him to start:
“We have said from day one this is going to be an ongoing process up until game time. We’ll keep on doing that. We’ll give everyone a chance and see what they do in practice, see what they do in games, and we’ll make a decision.”

On why Phillip Buchanon didn’t play:
“We wanted to take a look at some of the other players. I know what Phillip can do. He has proven to me what he can do so we had a chance to look at some of the younger players.”

On the offensive line’s performance:

“We are a better football team. With the addition of [Chris] Chester, [new center] Will Montgomery, just our players being used to the system. You expect it to be that much better. Hopefully, we can keep on improving.”
On absence of Chris Cooley during Wednesday’s walk through:
“He was seeing a specialist, one of our doctors, and still pretty sore. He’ll miss, I believe, a couple of weeks. We’ll keep our fingers crossed that he’ll be back. When will it be? I can’t tell you for sure.”
If the MRI revealed anything in Cooley’s knee:
“It’s sore. We just have to wait and see. He’s had it drained a few times, and that’s not good. He’s a tough player, and he wants to get back quick. We have to give him a break, and hopefully, he can get that knee responding well.”
